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is between 1 and 6 solar masses.
ULTRAVIOLET OBSERVATIONS
Promptly following the discovery of SN 1987A by Shelton at the University of Toronto's observatory at Las Campanas, a target of opportunity program to observe the supernova was put into action.
The IUE was used in both its high and low resolution modes to measure the spectrum from 1200A to 3200A. Initial reports based on IUE data can be found in Kirshner et al. (1987) and Dupree et al (1987) and in
European work (Panagia et al 1987, Cassatella et al 1987, Fransson et al 1987).
The ultraviolet flux was declining before the first optical maximum was reached on 27 February (day 58 of 1987), and the short wavelength bands declined much more rapidly than the long wavelength bands, due to rapid cooling of the photosphere from a high initial temperature. The decline in the shortest wavelength band is truly precipitous, descending a factor of 1000 in 3 days. The non-zero level reached is the result of two hot stars located near SK -69 202 In the aperture for the short wavelength, but is due to the supernova itself in the long wavelength bands.
These earliest UV observations can be combined with optical data to derive a bolometric light curve (Blanco et al. 1987 
SPECTROSCOPY
The detailed spectral evolution includes complex changes over the first few days.
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